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Abstract: 

Women's health especially of marginalized communities remains a grappling issue 

for policymakers and social scientists. The papers attempts to understand and map the 

social determinants of individual's and community's health and well-being. The paper 

reveals that Muslim women remain vulnerable in terms of access to health benefits. 

Post-independence Muslim community in general and women in particular have 

declined in economic sphere entailing poor health accessibility. Muslim women also 

own fewer assets and have the lowest workforce participation ratio. The first round 

National Family Health Survey (NFHS) substantiated this vulnerability. On the 

ground lack of awareness among Muslim women remains a major bottleneck for 

accessibility to health services. They face still birth, have limited exposure of birth 

control mechanisms, prefer non-institutional deliveries, and donot avail ICDS 

facilities. The trends of NFHS 4 and 5, reveals slight improvement, however 

substantive social and economic improvement demands greater equity in 

accessibility. 

Keywords: Minority, Maternal Health, NFHS, Social Determinants of Health, Uttar 
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